
CASE FOR THE CATECHUMENATE 
 

 
 
 

We live in very troubling times; 
and we are fortunate to be alive now 

 when we have so much possibility 
for growth in love. 

Many say we are in the midst 
of a spiritual awakening . . . 

Many are returning to our mystical roots. 
 

- Richard Rohr 

Abide in me as I abide in you. 
- John 15:4 

In this time of numerical decline the church has 

a grand opportunity for spiritual deepening.  

Now is the time to reclaim the traditional path 

of discipleship – the catechumenate.  This 

ancient process of learning invites us to hear 

one another’s stories in the light of God’s story.   

It is a journey with Jesus that is life-giving and 

transforming.   

If you would like to experience this simple yet 
profound process for making disciples, register 
for this year’s Catechumenate Training Event.  A 
synodical grant from the Michael Peeler fund 
has underwritten the cost to help make this 
opportunity available to parishes, pastors, 
college students and seminarians. 

FAQ 

 

 
 

Who should attend?  

 Open to all denominations: for those new to the 
catechumenate and for experienced practitioners. 

 Bring a team, pastors, musicians, lay leaders, and 
interns, so you can learn together. 
 

What will we gain? 

  Experience an immersion of the rites and rituals of 
this ancient Christian practice.  

 Explore all four stages of a faith formation process 
that invites people into baptismal living.  

 Learn tools and how to introduce this journey of 
discipleship to your parish. 

 Receive personal copies of a training manual and 
“Go Make Disciples: An Invitation to Baptismal 
Living”, an ecumenical introductory guide for 
congregations published by Augsburg Fortress. 
 

Who are our presenters? 
Rev. Larry Ehren (ECUSA) NAAC Vice President; 
Rev. Martha Maier (ELCA) NAAC Board Member; and 
Rev. Rick Rouse (ELCA) Immediate Past President of 
NAAC, and editor of Go Make Disciples (Augsburg 
Fortress). 
 

More information? Scholarships? CEUs? 
Contact Pastor Mark Fitzsimmons at 
mfitzsimmons@nativityarden.org (828-684-0352). 
Full scholarships are available for students & 
seminarians.  3 CEU credits will be issued for 
participants requesting such documentation. 

REGISTRATION 

 

 
 

ONLINE 
Online registration is available at: 

www.catechumenate.org 
Credit card required for payment. 

 

MAIL-IN 
 

Parish: _______________________________ 

Location: _____________________________ 

 

First Name: ___________________________ 

Last Name: ___________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ 

 

First Name: ___________________________ 

Last Name: ___________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ 

Please include a check for the registration fees 
made payable to:  

Lutheran Church of the Nativity 
PO Box 208 

Arden, NC  28704 



INFORMATION 
 

 
 

"Go, Baptize, Make Disciples" is a Catechumenate 
Training Institute for congregations offered by the 
North American Association for the Catechumenate 
(NAAC) and hosted by the Lutheran Church of the 
Nativity in Arden, North Carolina--close to the 
Asheville Airport. It is open to pastors, seminarians, 
musicians, and lay leaders of ALL denominations 
who wish to learn how to introduce this journey of 
discipleship to their communities of faith. 
Participants will be immersed in the rites and rituals 
of this ancient-future Christian practice and 
experience all four stages of a faith formation 
process that invites people into baptismal living as 
disciples of Jesus. We encourage parish teams of two 
or more people to attend so they can learn together.  

Registration Fee:  Registration includes all meals and 
training materials. Cost is $175 per person or $125 
per person for the first 25 who register (plus online 
service fee.) Full scholarships (including housing) are 
being offered to students and seminarians. 

Housing Option:  Housing is available at the 
discounted conference rate of $89 per night at the 
nearby Mountain Inn and Suites Airport Hotel. 
Participants must make their own reservations by 
calling 828-684-0040 and mention the event and 
Nativity Lutheran. Special discount rates are 
guaranteed only through April 4, 2017. 

EVENT SCHEDULE 
 
Thursday May 4 
 

11:00 am    Conference Registration Opens 
12:00 pm    Lunch  
  1:15 pm    Welcome and Introduction Exercise 
  2:00 pm    Gathering of Questions & Overview  
  2:45 pm    Forming a Community of Disciples 
  3:15 pm    Small Groups I:  INQUIRY     
  4:30 pm    Meditation Break & Hotel Check in  
  6:00 pm    Dinner 
  7:00 pm    “Introduction to the Catechumenate”  
  8:00 pm    Evening Prayer with Rite of Welcome 
  9:00 pm    Social Hour & Welcome Reception  
 
Friday May 5 
 

   8:15 am    Continental Breakfast  
   9:00 am    “Biblical Reflections & Scrutinies of Lent” 
10:00 am    Short Break 
10:15 am    Small Groups II:  EXPLORATION  
11:45 am    Mid-day Prayer with Rite of Enrollment 
12:15 pm    Lunch  
  1:30 pm    Small Groups III: INTENSE PREPARATION  
  2:30 pm    Workshops 
  4:00 pm    Meditation Break 
  6:00 pm    Dinner 
  7:00 pm    “Reflections of the Three Great Days” 
  7:30 pm    Easter Vigil with Affirmation of Baptism 
  9:30 pm    Reception (Easter Party) 
 
Saturday May 6 
 

  8:15 am     Continental Breakfast  
  9:00 am     “Vocation of the Baptized in Daily Life” 
10:00 am     Small Groups IV: MYSTAGOGY  
11:00 am     Short Break 
11:15 am     Worship with Affirmation of Vocation 
12:00 pm     Lunch  
12:45 pm     Q & A:  “Taking the Journey Home”  
  1:30 pm     Evaluations and departure 

 
 

 

"Go, Baptize, Make Disciples" 
A Catechumenate Training Event 

May 4 – 6, 2017 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Partially funded by a 
 Michael Peeler Grant 

through the North Carolina Synod (ELCA) 
 

Hosted by the 
Lutheran Church of the Nativity 

2425 Hendersonville Road 
Arden, NC  28704 


